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TWO DATES TO REMEMBER 
R.N.A.O, ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 23, 24, 
25, ROYAL CONNAUGHT HOTEL, HAMILTON. 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 
CONGRESS, MAY 11, 16, ATLANTIC CITY, 


NEW JERSEY. 


Congratulations to Marie Pilon, who has been 
appointed Matron at Lyndhurst Lodge. 


2 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRIZE WIN- 
NERS AT THE TEA: — Ist Prize, Ethel Crocker, 
2nd prize, Sister Josepha, 3rd prize, Mrs. Shep- 
pard. 





Aveuetine Gomraon 26 oS ve es ss HO, 2006 

60 Edgewood Avenue 
Treasurer 

POMeNe Terabe Be. es Ss eee HO. 1052 

25 Beck Avenue _ 
Re-Plan for Hospital Care 

RE-OPENS ..... eevee. oe APRIL 15TH 
a. ....2. = MAY 10TH 


MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO:— 


St. Michael’s Alumnae Hospitalization 
Group > : 
Have cheque include the amount required 
and ‘‘plus exchange”, 
MAIL TO:— 
MRS. ALICE ROMANO 
78 Grosvenor St., City 


» 


WANTED 


VOLUNTEERS BY THE CANADIAN 
CROSS SOCIETY— 
to (1) to collect school children at 11.45 from 
Dufferin Park and Sackville Schools and 
deliver them to Berkeley St, United 
Church. 
(2) to assist in the lunch room from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m, 
-Contact Mrs. Allan Stevenson, National Direct- 
or, Nutrition Service. 


RED 
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ALUMNAE MEETING 


The December Meeting of the St. Michael’s 


Nurses’ Alumnae was held in the Nurses’ Residence 


on Thursday, Dec. 10th, at 8.00 p.m., with Miss 
Margaret Regan presiding. Minutes of the last 
meeting were read and an adoption was moved by 
Miss K, Boyle and seconded by Miss N. O’Connor. 


Miss N. O’Connor read the Treasurer’s report 
on the General Fund and showed a balance of 
$1,444.07 in the Scholarship Fund. Miss L. Riley 
moved that this report be adopted and this was 
seconded by Miss L. Bart, 


A report from Registry was given by Miss Ethel 
Crocker, the chief topic being the General Meet- 
ing in November at which the question of a raise 
in fees was brought up. The question was brought 
to a vote—the ballots being due before Dec. 17th 


Miss Grace Murphy gave a report on Nursing 
Education, the main features being: (1) The 4 
months study at Psychiatrie for the students; (2) 
A new movie machine for the students; (3) A 
visit from Miss Margaret Kerr of the Canadian 
Nurse. 


A report on the November Dance was read by 
Miss Damon—the balance of $276.71 going to the 
Scholarship Fund. 


Rev. Sister Louise stated that she or Sister St. 


Edmund would be very glad to take any impor- 
tant telephone messages for private duty nurses. 


As suggestions had been asked as to how it 
would be possible to increase the attendance at 
the Alumnae Meetings, Rev. Sister Superior sug- 
gested an attendance prize and Mrs. Stapley sug- 
vested that a social afternoon be held to encour- 
age the graduating classes to join. 


Miss Grace Murphy suggested that two small 
radios (value not to exceed $100.00) be given to 
the small rooms for T.B. cases and the motion was 
earried. 


As elections are to be held at the next meeting 
—Miss lL, Riley was nominated as convener by C. 
Damon and seconded by Miss N. O’Connor. Mo- 
tion earried, 


It was suggested that two conveners be ap- 
pointed to work together for the Annual Raffle 
and Tea. Mrs. Stella Travello was nominated as 
Raffle convener by Miss T. Harrison and seconded 
by Miss L. Riley. | 


Miss Anne Marie Quigley was nominated as 
Tea Convener by Miss N. Corrigan and seconded 
by Miss N. O’Connor, The motion was earried. 


As a new representative to the Registry was 
needed-——Miss K. Meagher was nominated by Miss 
Crocker and seconded by Miss N. Corrigan, The 
motion was earried. : 


It was moved by Miss G. Murphy that students 
finishing in September should be carried as mem- 
bers of the Alumnae until January when fees are 
paid. This was seconded by Miss Bart. Motion 
earried. 


Business being concluded, it was moved by Miss 
O’Connor and seconded by Miss L. Riley that the 
meeting be adjourned. 





RETREAT 


The Retreat for the Graduate Nurses was held 
in the Nurses’ Residence, from Friday, January 
10th to Sunday, January 12th. Rev. J. Claremont, 
C.SS.R., conducted the Retreat which was attended 
by 45 graduate nurses. Our sincere thanks to Sister 
Mary Kathleen for arranging this means of spir- 
itiual refreshment. 


awe 


Isobel Godin, is now working in a doctor’s office 
in North Bay. Her address is 861 McIntyre St. W. 


oo 


Mary Curtin *41, writes that she is at present 
doing industrial nursing at the Plymouth Cordage 
Co., and likes the variety presented in this branch ~ 


of nursing, 


Margaret O’Meara visited friends in Kitchener 
recently and while being shown through St. 
Mary’s Hospital, met Sister Eileen (Mary Mce- 
Kenna 732). Sister Eileen has charge of the X-ray 
Dept. which is wonderfully well equipped. Sister 
was most pleased to hear news of St. Michael’s 
and if any of the girls are in Kitchener, she would 
be very happy to see them. 
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LHE TEA. AIND RATELE 


A Silver Tea was held in the Assembly Room of 
the Hospital, in aid of the Scholarship Fund, on 
Saturday, March 1, 1947. At this time the nurses 
of St, Michael’s Alumnae gathered from far and 
near to visit and chat with their fellow members. 


The tea table was decorated in the traditional 
red and white, in a setting of red tulips and white 
snapdragons banked on each side with silver can- 
delabra containing red and white candles, Pre- 
siding at the tea table were Mrs. Jas. Day, Mrs. 
Ann Scully, Mrs. Wm. O’Brien, Miss Helen Grace 
O’Connor, Miss Mareella Berger and Mrs. Walter 
Dunbar. Guests were received by the Alumnae 
President, Miss Margaret Regan, and the con- 
veners, Miss Anne-Marie Quigley and Mrs. Stella 
Travallo. Miss Marion Holmes was in charge of 
the tea table and was assisted by Misses Monica 
Wall, Norah Corrigan, Helen Pickett, Leona Cos- 
tello, Velma Chapman, Marie Bedford, Olive Glos- 
ter, Gwen Ferguson, Kay Moffet, Pat Murphy, 
Helen Bradley, Cath Sheedy and Mrs. Jan Solmes. 


The Tea, which was really a small re-union, was 
both a social and financial success. Everywhere 
small groups of classmates were clustered and 
Mrs, Jas. Day was really the queen of the hour. 
Charles Dobias and his charming sister, Gabrielle, 
added to the charm of the afternoon with violin 
and piano music. The prize winners were: Ist 
Prize, Ethel Crocker; 2nd Prize, Sister Josepha; 
3rd Prize, Mrs. Sheppard. 


The total proceeds from the Tea and Raffle 


were $375.00. 


Sister Mercedes, who was confined to bed in 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, on the day of the Tea, was 
the recipient of Golden Roses to honour her Jubi- 
lee. Our prayers and good wishes for a speedy 
recovery, Sister! 
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Tea Jottings 


Many hospitals were represented at the Tea, 
among them, Miss Mary Maefarland, Supt. of 
Nurses, Toronto General Hospital, and her assis- 
tant, Miss G. Ives; Miss M. Graham, Supt, of 
Nurses, Toronto Western Hospital; Miss Grinlay, 
Asst, Supt. of Nurses, Hospital for Sick Children; 
Miss El. Izzo and I. Callaghan, Training School 
Staff, St. Joseph’s Hospital; Miss G. Charlton, 
Matron of Sunnybrook Hospital; Miss Jean 
Brown and Mrs. Alice Romano, Central Registry ; 
Miss M. MeLennan, Asst. Supt. Ontario Hospital, 


New Toronto. 


The following are a few of those seen at the Tea: 
Rev. Father W, Smith, Father Lacey, Mrs. James 
KE. Day (Amy Higgins), Mrs. W. P. O’Brien, Mrs. 
M. J. Haffey and her sister, Mrs. Ann Seully, Miss 
Helen Grace O’Connor, Irene MeGurk, Mrs. Walt- 
er Dunbar, May Irene Foy, Ada Christie, Marie 
Quigley, Dr. and Mrs. George Wilson, Dr. Harris 
McPhedran, Controller and Mrs, Balfour, Dr, and 
Mrs. Wm. Noonan, Dr, and Mrs, Frank O’Leary, 
Dr. and Mrs. E. Brooks, Dr. and Mrs. Fergus Ros- 
siter, Dr. and Mrs. J. McRea, Dr. and Mrs, James 
MeCormick, Dr. and Mrs, Edwin Long, Dr, and 
Mrs. Bill Apted, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Dr. Bob 
Meiklejohn, Dr. Hawthorn Steel, Dr. A. Anglin, 
Dr, Hagar Hethrington, Dr. Stan Lowrey, Dr. Bill 
Metzler, Dr. C. Riley, Dr. and Mrs. Hurd, Dr, M. 
J. O’Brien, Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Soame, Mrs. How- 
ard Lourie (Eva Carroll), Mrs. Harry MeDermott 
(Bernedita Walsh), Mrs. Peter Roche (Nita Me- 
Innes), Mrs. Alexander Young (Lulu Carson), 
Mrs. Emmett Hayes (Margaret Manley), Mrs. 
Harry Hall (Gladys Christie), Mrs. Ruth McGee 
(Ruth Devlin), Mrs. Rod Ryan (Mattie Desmond), 
Rosella Grogan, Kay Merrifield, Grace Coyle, 
Mary Hughes, Marcella Berger, Ruby Price, Mary 
Chambers, Norma O’Connor, Ethel Crocker, Mary 
Stanton, Angela Delaney, Philomena O’Boyle, 
Cath Sheedy, Lois Richardson, Mrs. Regan 
(Eliz. McCabe), Betty O'Neill, Elsie Basnet, Mary 
Hayes, Mrs, Sam Quigley, Mrs. Albert Rogers 
(Edna Nixon), Mrs. Quinn (Chie Kelly), Mrs. 
Slingerland (lL. Delanty), Mrs. Chrisholm (Maud 
Johnson), Grace Murphy, Doroth Callaghan, 


Helen Savage, Mrs. Atkinson (Sadie Adie), Helen 
Bradley, Evelyn Bennett, Helen Cronin, Teresa 
Harrison, K. Meagher, 
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HERE IT IS! 








THE DATE OF THE NEXT 
ALUMNAE MEETING 








JUNE 10th 


THE SECOND TUESDAY AS USUAL 


COME AND BRING A FELLOW MEMBER 








Mrs. Fred Ryan (Marie Power) is spending the 
winter in Florida. 


Helen Bradley °41 and K. Davidson ‘41 have 
left for Los Angeles, California. 


Mrs. Charlies Labine (Clara Kelly ’22) is visit- 
ing at Hollywood Beach, Florida. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bolter (Ruth Brownell) spent 
January in Florida. : 


Mrs. Tillie Cherrier Lenz of Algonac, Michigan, 
has taken her three kiddies vacationing to Florida. 


Mrs. Dot Lane Crane 738, has just returned from 
a vacation in New Orleans, Louisiana, where she 
enjoyed the Mardi Gras. 


Winnifred and Eleanor Cowan are spending the 
Winter at West Palm Beach, Florida. 


Ensign Helen Kirk of Naval Hospital, Great 
Lakes, Illinois, was a recent visitor to St. Michael’s 
and stayed to make the closed retreat. 


Bernadette Demers is now located at the Hospi- 
tal, on Japonski Island, Sitka, Alaska. 


Mrs. Hopper (Dora Commisiong) and son Peter 
were recent visitors to St. Michael's from New 
York City. 


Aileen Reynolds Tudhope °386, of Columbus, 
Ohio, spent the Xmas holiday season here. 


Augustine Bourdon spent Christmas with her 
niece in Arnprior, Ontario, 


Mrs. Bert Sanderson (M. M. Murphy °36) was 
a recent visitor to the city here. 


Sadie Atkinson and family were recent visitors 
to Rochester, N.Y., the guests of Dr, and Mrs. 
Kotochwan (Isobel Armstrong). While there they 
visited Strang Memorial Hospital and met many 
St. Michael’s nurses. | | 
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ECHO 
FROM THE 
PAST 





(As we noted in our last issue, Sister Mercedes 
and Mrs. James Day, this year celebrated their 
Golden Jubilee of Nursing. The following is the 
Valedictory which was given by Mrs. Day on the 
occasion of their graduation. We are indebted 
to Mrs. Day for the very interesting and historical 
article and know that our readers will find in it 
the true spirit of St. Michael’s which has been 
fostered by the Sisters, the Medical Staff and the 
nurses down through these 50 golden years. ) 





The Valedictory of the 97 class, which was read 
in a clear resonant voice by Miss Higgins, who 
headed the examinations: 


VALEDICTORY OF THE CLASS OF 1897 

To-night the authorities of St. Michael’s hospital 
tell us that our course of training is finished, that 
we have obtained the object of our two years of 
study, of observation and of practical work: that 
we may go forth into the world, whose weakness 
and miseries and wretchedness have been laid bare 
to us in the hospital, and make use of the exper- 
ience gained here to co-operate in making the sick 
well and in alleviating the sufferings of humanity. 


As we hesitate on the threshold of the great 
mysterious to-morrow, the memories of yesterday 
come crowding, rushing upon us, to the confusion 
of those sentiments of joy and gratification which 
we anticipated this particular hour would bring. 
The sunset glow from the almost vanished months 
so lights up the clouds that once seemed black 
and gloomy that our last glance is full of regret, 
and with a sigh we look on to-morrow’s prospect. 


Time goes fast when duties are many and ab- 
sorbing. The two years we have spent in St. 
Michael’s Hospital have been short beyond belief: 
the only months that held long days were the two 
months prolonged by the anxiety of the pro- 
bationer. 
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_ As graduates from St. Michael’s training school 
for nurses, certain privileges have been ours which 
will eolor our lives in the future even as the sun- 
shine colors nature. We feel that we cannot be 
sufficiently grateful that our training has been ac- 
quired in a hospital conducted by Religious. The 
Habit of the Sisters of St. Joseph has been familiar 
to us from babyhood. We have learned to love, 
to respect. and to trust its wearers. When the 
round of exacting duties in hospital-life had worn 
off the romance with which we, in our inexperien- 
ce, enveloped the profession of nursing, and we 
felt sick and weary at heart, as well as tired in 
body and mind, it was natural and comforting to 
have the beloved Habit near, and to meet unfail- 
ing help and encouragement. 


& 


A true Mother we have found in Mother Super- 
ior. With the many claims upon her time and at- 
tention, with the multiplicity of her duties and 
cares, she has yet taken no ordinary interest in the 
progress and welfare of each one of us. We hope 
that the gratitude towards her that fills our 
hearts to-night may find some means of expression 
when we are practising the profession obtained 
under her guardianship. 


pa 


It has been our pleasure to witness the building 
of the new wing—The Surgical Department—do- 
nated by Mr. Hugh Ryan. None are in a better 
position to appreciate the worth of this truly noble 
work of Mr. Ryan. His name will ever represent 
to us all that is generous and charitable. We owe 
it to his liberality that we have enjoyed a very 
special course in Surgical Nursing, Every advant- 
age of modern surgical science has been given to 
us, and we would put on record for the gratitude 
of those who may come after us, that the apart- 
ments for nurses have been especially considered 


by him. 


But all these advantages might have been ours 
without profit to us had we not been favored in 
the wise and skillful direction of our medical sup- 
erintendent, Dr. Dwyer. In a particular manner 
are we grateful to him, we are as students taking 
leave of a much-valued and respected teacher. To 
the doctors of the medical and surgical staff of St. 
Michael’s hospital we tender our grateful thanks 
for the active interest and kindly sympathy they 
have shown in our work, for the pains they have 


‘taken in helping us to attain the necessary pro- 


ficiency in our voeation. 





April, 1947 


EBDE: N EAS 


Page Seven 





There yet remains for us to express our appreci- 
ation of the careful supervision and watchful inte- 
rest in our career manifested by our head nurse— 
Miss Doyle. She has been the medium to convert 
the visionary terrors of the class-room into inter- 
esting and absorbing realities. She has made 
theory keep pace with practice, and has seen that 
recreation and due relaxation attended upon in- 


dustry. 
& 


Let us acknowledge here that the whole tend- 
eney of our training has been to discipline us into 
strong, self-reliant, self-contained women. We 
came here as children impatient of restraint, chaf- 
ing under correction, restless under dir ection, 
hasty in judgment and subject to impulse. As we 
studied to become capable nurses, we have striven 
to acquire that control of our minds and hearts, 
our wills and desires, necessary to ensure a proper 
use of that authority which the relationship of 
- nurse to patient embraces, while we have learned 
to value the strict obedience, the accurate and in- 
telligent carrying out of directions which makes 
the competent trained nurse invaluable. 


& 


As we say good-bye to the class that comes after 
us with the wisdom of elders, we advise them that 
every detail of life here is serving to build up the 
character of the Ideal Nurse: and the Ideal Nurse 
—what is she but the Ideal Woman with some 
practical knowledge of nursing. . 


& 


This is but the second oceasion upon which a 
class has graduated from St, Michael’s Training 
School. The training school was opened in NSep- 
tember, 1892, the first graduation took place in 
- December, 1894, with four graduates. The hospital 
has grown, the staff has increased, the patients 
have multiplied, and there are more nurses. May 
the usefulness of the hospital keep on increasing 
and the honor and good name of the institution 
be as dear to succeeding graduates as it is to the 
class of 1897. 





Again St. Michael’s nurses appear in the roto- 
eravure section of our papers. Did you see the 
picture of Nursing Sister Flora Brohman at the 
reception for the new Lieut. Governor of Ontario? 
We hear she was one of the very few women pre- 
sent, 


Record 
Librarians 


Tea 





A tea in honour of the graduates of the January 


‘class of Medical Record Librarians was held in the 


Assembly Hall of St. Michael’s Hospital. Miss 
Marion Brown and Miss Lois Bonnetta received 
the guests at the door. A program arranged by 
the junior students included numbers by Gloria 
Ringham, Cecilia Wallace, and Florence Gold- 
smith, Ann Murphy gave the prophecies for the 
oraduating elass and Miss Ruth Staley gave a 
paper entitled “A typical day in a Record Room.” 
Miss Laura Larkin made presentations to the sist- 
er instructress, the staff and the juniors. Miss 
Monica Stanton and Miss Jean Cappa assisted at 
the tea hour. 


The five graduating students are Miss Christina 
Hood of Brampton, now medical librarian at King- 
ston; Mrs. Grace Cochrane of Winnipeg, who has 
accepted a position at the Winnipeg General 
Hospital; Miss Laura Larkin, Miss Lillian Clegg 
of Toronto and Miss Dorothy Smith of St. Mary’s. 





Lou Kruger ’38, has returned to the city and is 
now on the staff of the East General Hospital. 


Norma O’Connor is spending a holiday in 
Florida. 3 

Mrs. Ted Stahre (Barbara Rose ’25) who has 
been residing in California for some years, took 
the plane for Calgary and while there lunched 
with Bea Gough McCaffery ’21. (This was incor- 
rectly reported in the last issue—my apologies. 
The Editor.) 


Mrs. Thomas Evans (Edna Rosar ’23) and fam- 
ily are making an indefinite stay in California. 


Cecile Pelletier McLarty °41, has been snow- 
bound -here since Xmas, due to the snow at her 
home in the West. 
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BIRTHS 





Dr, and Mrs. Donald A, Shain (Velda Cryder- 
man) announce the arrival of their son at St. 
Michael’s Hospital, Toronto. 


Early in December, at Newfoundland, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Arnold (Lillian Van Order 7°37) 
the gift of a son, 


To Mr. and Mrs. Jas, Meaden, (Marjorie 
Adams) at St. Michael’s Hospital, on December 
27th, 1946, a daughter, ‘‘Catherine Ann.” 


At Penetanguishene General Hospital, on Satur- 
day, March 1, 1947, to Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas 
Hunter (Marie Dandenault) a daughter, “Sus- 
an Elizabeth.” 


At St, Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on Dee. 1, 
1946, to Dr. and Mrs. R. D. Jolly (Ruth Doyle 
42), a daughter, ‘‘ Barbara.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Otters (Celia McDevitt), 
announce the arrival of their daughter, on Dee. 
16, 1946, at Detroit, Michigan. 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on December 
21, 1946, to Mr. and Mrs. James Neville, (Margaret 
MeDonell ’38), a son, “Michael Joseph.” 


Dr. and Mrs. James Long (Frances Maher ’42) 
announce the arrival of their son at St. Paul’s 
Hospital, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, to Mr, and Mrs. 
Robert Burke (Dorothy Baird °38) a daughter. 


Russell and Olive (nee M. Olive White), 
Williams, announce the birth of their son Ronald 
Dayton, on Sept. 24, 1946, at the General Hospital, 
Kelowna, B.C. 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, on January 11, 1947, 
to Mr. and Mrs. W. C, Clifford, (Agnes Garner), 
a daughter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Irwin 
announce the arrival of their daughter at St. Mich- 
ael’s Hospital, Toronto. 
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In Nassau, Bahamas, B.W.I., on January 1o, 
1947, to Mr. and Mrs. Ted Symonette (Margaret 
Thurlow 738), a daughter, ‘‘Margaret Anne.” 


Dr and Mrs. A, J. Richards (Eunice Darrach) 
wish to announce the arrival of a daughter, at 
St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on Feb. 28, 1947. 


To Mir. and Mrs. W. H. Evans (Helen Thomp- 
son 734) at St. Joseph’s Hospital, North Bay, Ont., 
on March 5, 1947, the gift of a daughter. 


On January 20, 1947, to Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Snell (Jean Parkin), a daughter, at St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Toronto. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Finlay (Lorraine Johns ’44), 
announce the arrival of their son, at St. Michael’s 


Hospital, Toronto. : 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, to Mr. and Mrs, Clyde 
Fallis (K. Lauria), a daughter. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Butcher (Helen Cowan 734), 
announce the arrival of Billy’s brother, ‘‘Robert 
Cowan,” at St. Michael’s Hospital, on Feb, 18, 
1947. 





Alice Hunter and Clara Bast Cranston were 
joint hostesses at a shower given in honour of 
Elsie Scharback. 


Mollie Taylor Trimmell 737, is now located at 
726 8th Avenue West, Vancouver, B.C. 


Mildred Ritz Domnes 736, is now residing in 
Cambridge, Mass., at 53 Harvard Way Extension. 
Her husband is attending Harvard University 
there, 





TRY 
Bordens Milk 


KI. 6151 
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OUR SISTER HOSPITALS 


(By courtesy of “The Student News’’) 


In 1912, Mr. J. D. McCormack, head of the 
Comox Logging Company, requested the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Toronto to establish a Hospital 
at Comox. For a year or more the Community 
hesitated but finally, urged by Archbishop Me- 
Neil who had been Bishop of Vancouver and then 
but recently appointed to the Archdiocese of Tor- 
onto, Reverend Mother lrene, Superior General 
of the Order at the time, agreed to send four Sist- 
ers to make the foundation. 


Sister M. Majella was the valiant leader of the 
little band who left the Mother House for the 
Pacific Coast on June 29, 1913. In Vancouver 
they were warmly welcomed by the Sisters of St. 
Anne. They reached Comox, Saturday, July 5th, 
having travelled from Vancouver on the steamer 
‘“‘Charmer.” The letter from Toronto announcing 
the date of their arrival had not reached the Past- 
or, the Rev. Father Mertens, but by merest acci- 
dent he met them at Union Bay on his way to make 
his annual retreat. Since the house intended for 
them was not in readiness, he told them to occupy 
his house for the time. As soon as the news spread 
that the Sisters had arrived the people rallied to 
welcome them. The first two days and nights 
were spent at the home of Mrs. Downey, while the 
Sisters and kind neighbours busied themselves 
preparing suitable accommodation in the Rectory. 
On his return the Pastor lived in a tent until the 
house and property were exchanged for a more 
desirable location on the water-front. Later the 
Sisters purchased adjoining land together with 
a farm-house. The house was to be completely re- 
novated, but again their good neighbours helped 
and many hands made light work. On August 15, 
the Feast of Our Lady’s Assumption, 1914, the 
Sisters had the happiness of hearing Mass for the 
first time in their own Chapel,—yJust a room fitted 
with an aitar made from a packing-box, and with 
other home-made furnishings, 


There was still much work to do. The land, in 
all about 15 acres, had to be cleared, the farm- 
house enlarged and equipped with at least the es- 
sentials of a hospital. An interesting chapter in 
the Annals is that which tells of the months of 
1914 after Comox became the training ground for 
the 102nd Battalion. A large tent was set up in 
the grounds for the accommodation of the soldiers 
and every morning a detachment of twenty-five 
men was sent to the Hospital to work for a few 
hours at clearing the land, or to help generally 
about the Hospital. Many of these fine men never 


returned from France but the prayers of the grate- 
ful Sisters followed them in life and still follow 
them into Eternity. 


The first Hospital had a eapacity of 25 beds. 
Sister Majella, who was in charge during these 
years of pioneering, never lost her enthusiasm, and 
to-day anyone who knows Comox, knows also the 
place she won in the hearts of its people. She and 
her three companions, Sisters Claudia, Praxedes 
and St. Edmund, will long be held in affectionate 
remembrance. 


In 1924, under the capable management of Sist- 
er Zephyrinus who was then Superior, a new wing 
was added to the Hospital, giving a total capacity 
of thirty-four beds and ten bassinets for the Ma- 
ternity Ward. 


In 1987 another unit was added under the super- 
vision of Sister St. Edmund, who had returned as — 
Superior in 1932, This enlargement gives a capa- 
city of 75 beds and allows for better quar- 
ters for the Sisters themselves in the original unit, 
while the top floor of the new section provides a 
beautiful Chapel and the Chaplain’s apartments, 
as well as splendid accommodation for the nurses. 
The entire Hospital is equipped with the latest 
safety devices and the whole heating system has 
been remodelled, while the electrical equipment is 
that of the most modern type. Moreover, “St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, Comox,” has the double distine- 
tion of being the first Hospital in Canada to use 
a certain very effective quality of:glass in the 
operating room windows, and of being the first 
Hospital to be completely equipped with new im- 
provised hospital doors, invented by the Archi- 
tects, Messrs, Gardiner and Mercer, Vancouver. 


The process of founding and developing this 
Western Hospital has involved many sacrifices, 
but they were sacrifices cheerfully made and gen- 
erously shared by others, as well-as by the mem- 
bers of the Community. The Sisters themselves 
maintain that the reward has been very great, and 
not the least part of it has been found in the 
splendid co-operation and friendship of the good 
people of Comox, non-Catholic as well as Catholic. 
These are things that will ever be treasured mem- 
ories for the Sisters who have laboured there 
from far-away 1913 until the present, 1946. 


Sister Amata, a graduate of St. Michael’s Hospi- 
tal, and a former Superintendent of Nurses is the 
present Superior of St. Joseph’s, Comox. Sister 
Jeanette and Sister Evangelista are on the staff. 
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“WEDDINGS 


MORGAN-FITZGERALD—On Dee. 26, 1946, in 
Ottawa, Ontario, Moira Christena Fitzgerald to 
Robert F, Morgan. 


BARRON—HOFFMAN—On Sept. 1, 1946, in 
Fairfield, Idaho, Veronica Hoffman to Lloyd 
Barron. They are residing in Fairfield, Idaho. 


McKAY — HOLYDAY —In Century United 
Chureh, New Toronto, on October 12, Helen 
Emily Holy day to Set. James McKay, R.C. AF. 
Goose Bay, Labrador. Rev. C. E. Dyer officiated. 


BROW N—MITCHELL—In Grace United Church, 
Brampton, Ontario, on December 18th, Lillian 
W. Mitchell to George Osburn Brown. Rey. 
J. D. Parks officiated. 


YANCH—DeMARSH—At St. Carthagh’s Church, 
Tweed, Ont., on Dee. 30, 1946, Mary Loretta 
DeMarsh to James A. Yanch. Reception was 
held in Flinton Community Hall. 


COWLE—SCHARBACK — In St. John’s Chapel 
of St. Michael’s Cathedral, on. February 12th, 
1947, by Rev. Father Mogan, Elsie Scharback 
to Dr. J. Cowle. Reception was held at New- 
man Club. : 


HASSARD—BARFOOT—On Saturday, December 

* 281946, in the Church of the Redeemer, by Rev, 
Canon Prior, Audrey MeKenzie Barfoot to Rich- 
ard. Edwar A Hassard. 


“, 


The February 733 class held a reunion dinner 
recently at the Walker House. Among those pre- 
sent were, Mary MacNicholl Prtchard, Mary 


Jackson Mugan, Teresa Harrison, Sadie Adie At- 


kinson, Isabel Armitage Upson, Doris Halliday, 
Ted Rowe Smith and Fran Johnson Gillespie, 


UNDERGRADUATE NEWS 


The over-mght granted during the Xmas season 
was much appreciated by all the students and 
many returned to Residence loaded down with 
Mother’s homecooked dainties. 


On January 30th, we welcomed to our midst 
thirty-seven new, eager pr eliminary students. We 
wish them much happiness in their chosen yoca- 
tion. 


A large number of Seniors and Intermediates 
attended the Inter-School Dance, which was held 
at the Royal York Hotel on Feb. 13th, 1947. We 
appreciated the many startling frocks and hair 
coos: 


The Chez Paree was the scene of the Inter- 
School Dinner for the Graduating Classes of 1947, 
on March 11, 1947. St. Michael’s was well repre- 
sented. 


The March meeting of the Sodality was devoted 
to discussion and plang for the coming dance in 


May. Bernice Carr 


THE OYSTER 


There once was an oyster, 

Whose story [ll tell 

It found that some sand had got under its shell. 
Just one little grain, but it gave him great pain 
Kor oysters have feelings, professors “maintain. 
ee. *s | 

Now, did he Po the unfortunate fate 

That had led him to such a deplorable state 7 
Did he bawl out the government, call an election 
Cry out for the sea to give him protection? | 
No! He said to himself, as he lay on the shelf, 
“Since I cannot remove it, Pll try to improve it.” 


Well the years rolled along as the years always do 

And he came to his ultimate destiny—stew— 

And the small grain of sand that had bothered 
him so 

Was a beautiful pearl, all richly aglow. 


This tale has a moral for isn‘t it grand 

What an oyster can do with a small grain of sand? 

What couldn’t we do, if we’d only begin 

WITH ALL OF THE THINGS THAT GET UN- 
DER OUR SKIN. 
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District. No. 5, R.N,A.O. Meeting was well at- 
tended by St. Michael’s nurses. It was held in the 
Royal York Hotel on Monday, Feb, 17th. The 
day’s business ended with a banquet and guest 
speaker Dr. Angus who spoke on ‘‘Psychiatry, 
1947.” Seated at the head table were Miss Grace 
Murphy and Miss Helen Savage. The chairman 
spoke gratefully of Miss Murphy’s indefatigable 
effort in arranging the programmes throughout 
the year. Miss Savage and Miss McGarrell who 
had been in charge of special donations for lucky 
number prizes, assisted in the draw. St. Michael’s 
nurses had two tables reserved for them—these 
were filled, but we saw many other nurses from 
St. Michael’s scattered through the large audience 
of some 500 odd, with St. Elizabeth nurses, the 
V.O.N. other Hospitals, Christie St., ete. All in 
all there was a goodly number present. Among 
the officers on the new slate for 1947 we find Miss 
Laura Larkin. 





A very pleasant ‘‘At Home,” was held by the 
Women’s Auxiliary in the Assembly Room, of the 
Hospital, on January 17,1947. Mrs. Hagar Heth- 
erington and Mrs, L, Alexander received the 
guests, among whom were members of the Medical 
Staff, Interne Staff and the Alumnae Association. 
Misses Margaret Regan, Norma O’Connor and 
Lucille Riley represented the Alumnae Associ- 
ation. Mrs, A. Anglin was the winner of the lucky 
draw for the double pass of theatre tickets. 


Fh 


Veronica Winterholt has retired from the Kiteh- 
ener Board of Health. 
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ON: THE SICK LIST 


Margaret O’Meara, Lydia Regan, Josephine 
DeWitt, Doreen Prophet, V. Hornberger, Annabel 
Sampson, Mrs. Dorothy Hall Greer, Agnes 
O'Toole, Rita Woods. 


Mrs. Marshall Greer (Dorothy Hall 32) spent 
a few weeks as a patient in Hospital here. Dot 
has returned home and would enjoy a visit with 
any of the nurses passing through Galt. Her 
address is Loyal Hotel. 


Marie Pilon ’ 26, is returning to Sunnybrook 
after some time as a patient at Christie Street 
Hospital. 


Emily Cunningham °48, writes from her home 
in Haileybury, that she is feeling much better now 
and is even allowed to do part time nursing. Keep 
up the good work, Emily! 


B. Fannon (Mrs. Thompson) has fully reeover- 
ed, we are happy to say, from her recent operation 
at St .Michael’s. 


We send our best wishes to Sister Amata, Su- 
perior of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Comox, B.C., who 
has been a patient since November. 


Lydia Regan is at present a patient at St. Mich- 
ael’s Hospital. 


Doreen Prophet, Thelma Hornberger, Agnes 
O’Toole, Blanche Cooney, Betty Wey, Laura Lark- 
in, Kathleen Robinson, Annabelle Sampson, Rita 
Woods, have been ill recently, 


Isobel Goodine Cour 49, was a holiday visitor 
here from St. Louis. 





ASHLEY & CRIPPEN 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


196 BLOOR ST. WEST. | 
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FROM 
TRINIDAD 


e’o T. L.L, Barrackpore 
Trinidad, B.W.1. 
Dear Sister Mary Kathleen :-— 

My Alumnae News arrived yesterday and I im- 
mediately felt homesick for St. Michael’s, also very 
guilty that I hadn’t written before as I do like 
to keep in touch. Were it not for the News and 
letters of my classmates I would certainly never 
know whether St. Michael’s was still there! By 
the News I see that you have a new class of 
sixty-one students, so that I know that vou are 
still kept busy. 

On October 2nd my son was born at the field 
hospital here, we are calling him ‘Richard Gord- 
on.” Needless to say, we are thrilled over him. 
The Field Hospital is extremely well equipped. It 
ig air conditioned and staffed by black nurses, a 
white matron and white doctors, mostly English 
and South African. 

Living on an oil field is most interesting and 
the novelty has not worn off yet. My husband is 
a driller, so there are always celebrations when 
he brings in a good oil well. This field 1s small, 
with only six couples and a few extra men. We 
have one Canadian couple from Toronto too, they 
are very nice. We are about 53 miles from Port 
of Spain and 11 miles from San Fernando, Trini- 
dad’s second town. 

It hardly seems possible that Christmas will be 
here so soon, I hope that it will be a happy one 
for everyone at St. Michael’s. 

My best wishes for the coming year. 

-Sineerely, 
Mahala Phinney Arrundell “44 






\ 


FROM ALASKA 


(Excerpts from letter written to Kay Gies by 

Margaret Conlin Sullivan 40) 

| Box 245, Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Dear Kay :— 

Have been going to write but we have been busy 
at the Hospital here and just now I am recuperat- 
ing from a bout of pneumonia. 

I hope to get out of the Army in January as 
soon as replacements are sent. My husband is in 
business up here and so we will be making our 
home here in the North Country for at least a few 
years. It has been 60 below zero for the last week 
or so—just a wee bit cold! 

My best regards to all, | 
Marearet 
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LETTERS FROM HOLLAND 
Overtonn 549 
AMSTERDAM, 
7 December 4, 1946. 
Dear Nurses :— 

Since I have received several parcels from Am- 
erica Which you sent me I want to thank you most 
cordially for your kindness. You may feel obliged 
that I was very glad with your presents at the 
same time [ take the liberty to wish you all a 
happy new year. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. M. Kurpershoek. 


SE 


SO LABT ONS DAN T SAMEN MET 
EENDRACHTIGEN HERTE ENDE WILLE DE 
BESCHERMINGHE VAN DIT FOEDE VOLCK 
AENGRUPEN. | 

1 Helmerir 104 
Amsterdam, Holland, 
| December 21, 1946 
Dear Nurse :-— 3 

From the National Association of Nurses in Am- 
sterdam I heard of your kindness to send a food 
parcel to nurses who are in urgent need of same. 
I take the liberty to ask you if it would be possible 
for vou to send such a food pareel to an old retired 
nurse by way of surprise. I sincerely hope you 
won't blame me for this request. The name of the 
nurse is MISS A. KONYN, ASTERLAAN 35. 


3 


AERDENHOUT, N’ HOLLAND. Wishing you 
all a Merry Christmas and a very happy 1947, and 
thanking you in advance for any trouble. : 

lam faithfully yours, 
G, T. L; LUBBERS, 
W. G. A’dam. 





CALL 


Sily ood: 
588 Dupont St. LA, 3381 
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FROM THE WEST 


d17-14th Avenue West, 
Calgary, Alberta 
Dear Sister Mary Kathleen :— 

Christmas seems to be the time to pause and 
think of those who have been an influence in our 
hives, who have helped us on the way. 

Some of my most cherished memories of Christ- 
mas centre around St. Michael’s—especially night 
duty on Christmas Eve. 

I am now on the Health Department here in 
Calgary as school nurse and have 5 elementary 
‘schools and 2 high schools. It’s wonderful to be 
home. We have added joy this year, my brother 
Tommy and his wife have a baby son, Patrick 
Townsend, born on December 11th. 

Please give my best wishes to all the Sisters 
and members of the Alumnae, | 7 

Sincerely yours, 
Margaret Joan McNamara *42 


PROMS AC 


12620 Kentucky Ave., 
Detroit 4, Michigan 
Dear Sister Mary Kathleen :— 

Thank you for your good wishes. Perhaps a 
few details would be of interest. Robert and I 
were married on Dec. 26th, in Ottawa, and in spite 
of the sub-zero weather I wore the traditional 
white. We shall be living in Detroit for a couple 
of years and then hope to go south. As of March 
Ist, we have an apartment. I hope to be soon 
working at the Ford Hospital here, 

My best wishes to Sister Jeanne and yourself 
and all the best for you and St. Michael’s in 1947. 
Sincerely, 

Moira Fitzgerald Morgan °46 


Dear Sister Mary Kathleen: 

Should you go to Chicago again, you wouldn’t 
find us in the directory, as we are now on a farm 
in Massachusetts—my husband is chief engineer 
with a large firm ten miles from us. 

The children are fine, although we have had 


quite a time with Sue—broken arm which slipped — 


in the casts and had to be operated on and broken 
again and reset, also an appendectomy and a ter- 
rible dose of poison ivy, all within a month. They 
love it here, have plenty of space to play, 223 
acres. We are 50 miles from Boston, so if you 
should be in this vicinity we would love to have 
you visit. We expect Delia for a visit in the 
Spring. Hoping that you are well. .... 
Margaret Murphy Owler °34 


St. Louis, Missouri 
Dear Sister: | 

I felt that you would be interested to know how 
Tam doing here. Just now Iam getting accustom- 
ed and acquainted with a new city and I must say 
that I like St. Louis very much. Of course, that 
is due to the influence and atmosphere of the 
University. The nurses take quite an active part 
in the social and religious activities of the School 
which makes for an enjoyable school life here. We 
belong to the Women’s Sodality and have meet- 
ings every week between classes. About our class- 
es, We are nearing the end of the first semester, 
and after New Year’s will be faced with the ordeal 
of our final exams. This semester I am carrying 
16 hours which isn’t too heavy. I was pleased with 
the credits [ received for my Hospital and College 
subjects. Nursing subjects are not included in our 
curriculum until next Fall. When it comes to ward 
work, I miss St. Michael’s. I do prefer our rou- 
tine, but I guess everyone is like that. I am work- 
ing on the 5th Floor which is Orthopedies and it 
took a little time to get accustomed to the routine, 
but I feel quite at home now. [ don’t mind work- 
ing 4 hours, as the time goes so quickly and it does 
keep you in touch with the essentials of nursing 
which would be easy to forget if we just had the 
University experience. 


I was so pleased to know that Miss Bradford is | 
coming out. I know she will like it as much as 
I and will be quite happy here. I will meet her 
when she arrives. 


Please remember me to Sister Jeanne and Miss 
Murphy and all my friends at the Hospital. 
: Sincerely, 
May Frances Roberts 


a 


Ruth McGlashan was called home on account 
of the illness of her sister. We trust that she has 
recovered. We also extend best wishes for 
a quick recovery to Dr. Orlando Sullivan who is 
ill. Mrs. Sullivan is Marie Roche. 


POE 


Mrs. Roy Weilor (Betty Belair) was a recent 
visitor to Toronto and found time for a visit with — 
her friends at St. Michael’s. 7 
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* FROM 
NORTHERN 
ONTARIO 


Zed Cross Hospital, Emo, Ontario 
Dear Sister :— 

It just doesn’t seem possible that another Christ- 
mas is so close. Of course Isobel and I feel just a 
little bit lonesome and homesick during the Christ- 
mas preparations but we are enjoying it all in 
spite of it. 

We like Emo, the people are very friendly and 
have been grand to us. The hospital is just new, 
built in *43. An eight bed hospital. We live on 
the second floor and our quarters are very nice. 
Living in the hospital has disadvantages as well 
as advantages. Of course, there is no street-car 
rush in the morning and you do get a few moments 
extra sleep, but to work with patients all day and 
to hear them all night gets a little tiring. Some- 
times you feel that you would like to get right 
away. We work 12 hours on nights and 8 hours 
on days. We are on nights for two weeks every 
six weeks with a p.m, a week and a week end a 
month. <A week end is Saturday p.m., all day 
Sunday and Monday. 

On our way here we were talking to Babs How- 
arth Dixon, Muriel Daly MeLean and Mary 
Tongue in Sudbury; Bernice Bernier in Chapleau 
and Jo and Tommy Montemuro in Port Arthur. 
They were all fine and anxious to have news of St. 
Michael’s. Now that I’ve been away I understand 
why. 

Emo has about 600 citizens, a few stores, a post 
office and a hotel. We are right on the Rainy 
River. Fort Francis is 20 miles away. 

My kind remembrances to all, especially Sister 
Jeanne. | 

Mary Lou Bentein 





Red Cross Hospital, 
EKmo, Ontario. 
Dear Sister Mary Kathleen: 

Just a short note to wish you a Happy Christ- 
mas. I certainly feel a long way from St, Michael’s 
these days. Working in an outpost hospital is 
very interesting but definitely different from our 
own. We do all kinds of things we never did be- 
fore, as an example, we stoke the furnace, keep 
the kitchen stove going, it is a wood stove and 
needs a lot of coaxing. We also remove sutures, 
do blood work, start intravenous and any other 
odd jobs that need doing. Although there are 
draw backs I like the work and we expect to finish 
out the year. My best wishes to all 


Tsobel Knox 
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FROM THE WEST 


| Maple Creek, Saskatchewan 
Dear Sister Mary Kathleen: 

While I was in Port Arthur with Jose Monte- 
murro I had hoped to go to Toronto to visit you 
all at St. Michael’s, but Jose wasn’t very consider- 
ate of my time and kept me waititng too long be- 
for wee Maureen’s arrival. I think of you all 
ever so often and certainly would lke to be back 
on the staff working. 


The Hospital here is quite well staffed and since 
Xmas I have stayed around to special three of our 
citizens, but am off now and leave for Swift Cur- 
rent to help out there. Apparently they need 
several nurses. } 


I am being married in the summer and will con- 
tinue living in the West. My fiance is away up on 
Lake Athabasca now, but will be back in June. 
Please give my regards to Sister Jeane, Sister St. 
Albert and everyone I know. 


Sincerely, 


Maureen Graham. 





Word from Killarney, Ont., tells us that Nina 
Roque Lowe ’28, and little son, Victor, are well 
and happy. 


Mare. Robinson has joined the Department of 
Veteran Affairs and is stationed at Christie St. 
Hospital. 


Madeleine Gibbons (Gibby) was a recent visitor 
at St. Miehael’s. 


Rita Caisse Burke °41, is now residing at 28214 
North St., Halifax, N.S., and would be happy to 
hear from any St. Michael’s grads in that vicinity 
and particularly from the class of ’40 and 41. 


Edith Baldwin is now at St. Anne de Bellevue 
Hospital. 
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We Extend Our Sympathy to - - 


Ella Mae Chalue on the death of her sister, Mrs. 
Wright. 


K. Hodgins Coffey °386, in the death of her 
mother. 


Phoebe Milne in the recent death of her father. 
Mary Kane O’Connor whose father died recently, 


Laura McGurk and Mrs. Irene MeGurk Dunbar 
in the death of their sister. 


Mrs. Romeril on the death of her mother, Mrs. 
Watterton. 


Isabel Torgusson Hildebrand on the death of 
her father. 


Elsie Basnett whose father died recently. 
Beryl McDermid in the death of her father. 


Winnifred Rame Whalen whose father died 


recently, 


Marie MeGillis Brewster on the death of her 
husband. 


Gladys Gannon on the death of her father. 
Mary MeQuillen in the death of her mother. 


~Tsabel Armitage Upson whose husband died re- 


cently. 
a 


Lorraine Larsen ’37, has joined the staff of the 
Oakville Board of Health. 


& 


JUST A REMINDER 


PLAN FOR HOSPITAL CARE CLOSES MAY 
10th — THAT IS FINAL DATE. 
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ENGAGEMENTS 


K. Hodgins to Wm, Muraska of Copper Chiff, 
Ont. Wedding plans indefinite. 


Dorothy Callaghan °37, to Lou Pratt. Wedding 
in the Spring. 

Grace Hibbert °46, to Wm. Laviolette. Plans 
indefinite, 


Dorothy Hammond to 
Guelph. 


Wilfred Bruden of 


Marie Bedford *42 to Jack O'Donohue. Wedding 
planned for the summer. 


Frances Brankin °43 to Joseph Publow. Barly 
summer wedding. 


Adele Matus to Vincent Van Viymen, Wedding 
planned for the early Fall. 


Margaret Jackman °43, to Howard A. Pippely. 
Plans indefinite. 


Ethel Pege °45 to Larry Wilson. Plans indefin- 


=e. 





Helen Truiasch °34, who has been in Belleville 


Is now living in Toronto. 


Mrs. Margaret Neville (Margaret MacDonell 
38) and little son, Michael, have moved to Ottawa 





Helen Simpson Lynett John F. Lynett 
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The Swagger 
bog sii a ae 





Flaunting arrogance from the tip of its tall, 
tapering crown to the dip in its bravado 
brim! High fashion talk in fine fur felt .... 
and just one of a distinguished company of 


Okun hats at EATON’S. 


“T, EATON Cue 


Florence Conlin has been elected Sect. Treasurer 
of the Nursing Sisters’ Association of Canada. 


wy 
Isabel Armitage Upson was in Haimuilton recent- 
ly nursing her father. 


Lorraine Larson was in from Oakville for the 
R.N.A.O. meeting held at the Royal York. 





Genevieve McDuff has received a temporary 
appointment in the Training School Office of the 
East General Hospital. 


Merrill Tait Allen ’42, is spending the winter 
months with her mother here before taking up 
permanent residence in the West. 


Helen Holyday MeKay ’40, writes that she is 
now in Goose Bay, Labrador. Her address is 
e/o R.C.A.F., C.A,P.0. No. 10, Goose Bay, Labra- 


dor. She is working at the R.C.A.F. Hospital ° 


there and is well and enjoying Labrador, 


Gea 


Lee Fitton Parker 736, is living in Toronto tem- 
porarily and expects to return to London in the 
summer, 


Miss Marguerite Court who has been public 
health nurse with the Separate School Board in 
Sudbury for some years has resigned, 


Helen McGeough has been on an extended holi- 
day—hope you enjoyed it, Helen, 


Helena McLarty Gregg was called home recent- 
ly on account of the illness of her mother. 


Moira Fitzgerald Morgan 746, 1s now working 
at Ford Hospital, Detroit. a 


Isabel Rowland and Betty O’Neill can be found 
at Sunnybrook Hospital. . 


Nora McHenry is back in Toronto after spend- 
ing some time on staff duty at St. Joseph’s Hospi- 
tal, Sarnia. 


